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In 1969, with the effort of the Polish Nursing Association three-

years nursing studies at the former Medical Academy of Lublin was

established, which in 1972 was transformed into the Faculty of

Nursing, Medical University of Lublin. It was the first place in

Eastern Europe of academic

education of nurses.

Lublin - important place on the map 

of the Polish Nursing



Collegium Maximum –

building of the Faculty of Health Sciences

„Human being is worth as much as much 

helps other people” 

JPII



Description Of The Structure Of Nursing 

Education

 Poland is a part of the Bologna Process from the beginning (from

1999). We have formally introduced it’s propositions into nurses’

education system together with provisions of UE Directives.

 Since 2000 nurses education in our country has changed completely.

 Education moved to Universities and High Vocational Schools. There

are 80 academic institutions which educate nurses in Poland.



Nursing Education System in Poland from 2017

General 

Education Undergraduate Registred 

Nurse

Master
Doctoral 

studies

Primary School 

- 8 years

Nursing Faculty at 

Medical

University, 

Vocational School –

Bechelor Level – 3 

years

Nursing –

Master Level 

– 2 years

4 years

Secondary 

School – 4 years



The first level of nursing education – Bachelor Degree 

in Nursing

 3-level system of education was introduced together with ECTS

and diploma supplement.

 Education in nursing is conducted only in the form of full-time

studies.

 Bachelor's degree in nursing lasts not less than 6 semesters

(3 years).

 The number of hours of education increased – minimum at the

Bachelor level is not less than 4,720 hours (1/2 – practical

education and 1/3 theoretical education) – 180 ECTS.

On each of the year students obtain 60 ECTS.



Nursing laboratory skills



Nursing laboratory skills



Number of hours during nursing education 

with ECTS: 
Hours Points ECTS

Basic sciences 480 16

Social Sciences with English
360 + 120 = 480 16

Sciences in the field of the basics 

of nursing care 600 24

Sciences in the field of specialist 

care 860 34

Practical activities (with the 

teacher from University) 1100 55

Professional practice 

(placements) with mentor from 

health care institution

1200 30

= 4720



Professional practice (placements)

Practical nursing 

education
Practical activities Points ECTS Professional practice

Points 

ECTS

Fundamentals of Nursing 80 hours/

2 weeks
4

120 hours/

3 weeks
3

Health Promotion 20 hours/

½ week
1 - -

Primary health care 120 hours/

3 weeks
6

200 hours/

5 weeks
5

Obstetrics, gynecology and 

obstetrics-gynecology 

nursing

80 hours/

2 weeks
4

40 hours/

1 week
1

Paediatrics and Paediatric 

Nursing
160 hours/

4 weeks
8

160 hours/

4 weeks
4

Internal Medicine and 

Nursing in Internal 

Medicine

120 hours/

3 weeks
6

160 hours/

4 weeks
4

Surgery and Surgical 

Nursing
120 hours/

3 weeks
6

160 hours/

4 weeks
4



Professional practice (placements)

Practical nursing 

education
Practical activities Points ECTS Professional practice

Points 

ECTS

Rehabilitation and Nursing 

care for disabled patients
80 hours/

2 weeks
4

80 hours/

2 weeks
2

Geriatrics and Geriatric

Nursing

80 hours/

2 weeks
4

80 hours/

2 weeks
2

Neurology and 

Neurological Nursing
80 hours/

2 weeks
4

80 hours/

2 weeks
2

Psychiatry and Psychiatric 

Nursing

80 hours/

2 weeks
4

40 hours/

1 week
1

Anesthesiology and 

Nursing in the risks of life 40 hours/

1 week
2

40 hours/

1 week
1

Palliative care 40 hours/

1 week
2

40 hours/

1 week
1

1100 hours/

27,5 weeks
55

1200 hours/

30 weeks
30



Diploma exam – 5 ECTS

In Poland professional license is obtained after student passes last

professional exam. There are 3 parts of it:

1) student has to prepare Bachelor Thesis (it is assessed by supervisor and

reviewer). Thesis is based on case study

2) theoretical exam: at this level student has to defend his thesis in front of the

commission and answer to 3 questions from main nursing fields: surgical

nursing, internal nursing and children nursing care;

3) when student passes this part he/she is allowed to do practical exam at the

hospital ward (ward is randomly chosen).



Ceremony of graduation for Bachelors



Second level of nursing education

Master Degree in Nursing is obtained after two years of studies,

student gained 120 ECTS (60 ECTS per year). Its includes minimum 1300

hours: Hours Points ECTS

Selected issues in the social sciences
210 17

Sciences in the field of specialist care
215 18

Professional practice (placements)
160 8

English 90 7

Classes at university disposal (available 

to university) 625 50

MNSc exam - 20

1300



MNSc exam

Student is obliged to prepare:

1. Master Thesis, when he gets positive assessment from supervisor and

reviewer he then has to defend it in front of the commission.

1. After Thesis presentation and defense, there is also theoretical exam -

questions are from entire period of studies.



Ceremony of graduation for Masters



Registered Nurse

According to Polish law, Registered Nurse is a nurse who:

 Obtained Bachelor Degree in Nursing

 Has full legal capacity to act

 Health status allows Her/Him to pursue the profession of nursing

 Shows impeccable ethical conduct



The third level of education – doctoral studies

Nursing as a scientific discipline has been placed under 

the scientific ‘field’ of health sciences, and in this field nurses can do PhD

(4 years doctoral studies).

Doctorate in science allows nurses to independently conduct research 

and work in institutions of higher education. 



Doctoral promotion ceremony



Nurse is required to participate in postgraduate education. 

Types of postgraduate education in Poland: 

1. Specialization in nursing (2 years) is aimed at achieving specialist

knowledge and skills in a specific field of nursing.

2. Qualification course (6 months) is aimed at obtaining knowledge and skills

to provide nursing care.

3. Specialized courses (minimum 4 weeks) is aimed at obtaining knowledge

and skills to perform certain professional activities.

4. Short courses are aimed at developing and updating the knowledge and

professional skills.



According to Regulation of the Minister of 

Health (2013)

1) anesthesia and intensive care nursing;

2) surgical  nursing;

3) geriatric nursing;

4) nursing in internal medicine;

5) oncology nursing;

6) operating theatre nursing;

7) long-term care; 

8) palliative care;

9) pediatric nursing;

10) mental health;

11) rescue nursing;

12) family nursing

13) epidemiological nursing 

14) neonatal  nursing             

15) occupational medicine.

Specializations for nurses that can be carried out in the fields: 



Our group operates in two student associations:

 Students’ Scientific Association of Historians and Ethicists of Nursing

 Students branch of Polish Nurses Association

Students activities at the University



Nursing Blog „Archiwum P”



https://www.facebook.com/archiwump/

Facebook



The film promotes the 

profession of nursing 

"Become a Nurse" 

created during the Third 

European Conference of 

Nursing Students with 

students from England, 

Germany and Slovenia

Spot promoting the 

profession of nursing 

created by a member of 

our association Michał 

Machul

Our activity



Volunteering

activities



The organization of 

the Third European 

Conference of 

Nursing Students, 

20-23 April 2015. 

Lublin.

Representation of Polish 

Nurses Association in the 

General Assembly of the 

European Organisation of 

Students of Nursing

(ENSA), which took 

place on 

24 -28.10.2012, in Novi 

Sad in Serbia.



Taking part in scientific 

conferences



Participation in the First, Second and 

Fourth International Conference of 

Nursing Students in Goslar 

(Germany) and Lincoln (UK) and 

Celje (Slovenia)



Healthy 

Lifestyle for 

Aging Well

Participation in the international project Erasmus 

plus: HLAW (Healthy Lifestyle for Aging Well) -

implementation of the project from 1 September 

2014 to 31 August 2016., The project partnership 

University in Oulu (Finland), University of 

CESPU (Portugal), Medical University of Lublin 

(Poland) and Higher Vocational School in Celje

(Slovenia).



Student’s Organizations

Students' Scientific Society of 

Medical University in Lublin

Academic Sports Association

Academic Priesthood "Luke" of the 

Medical University in Lublin 



Student’s Organizations

International Association of 

Medical Students - Poland

Young Medics

Volunteer Center

Lublin Association of Students 

of Pharmacy



Song and Dance 

Group of the Medical 

University in Lublin 

Academic Choir of the 

Medical University in 

Lublin 





Thank you very much for your 

attention!


